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Date: Sunday 12th August, 2011  

Time: 10.40 ~ 11.40a.m.

Topic:  
The Lord of the Harvest
Text: 
Matt. 9: 37 & 38. 

I. The Lord of the Harvest
Mt. 9:37, 38
Then saith He unto His disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.

A.
The Lord’s Commission to the Church – twofold:
Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15
1. 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
Mk. 16:15

2. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name…
Mt. 28:19 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.
Mt. 28:20

Note the stressed words: Go…all…preach and teach
a. 
His Commission basically involves a Go:

i. 
Go and Preach the Gospel – 

ii. 
Go and Teach whatsoever things I have commanded you – 

b.
His Commission/Command also involves a Pray.
See #B.1 (next slide)
B. 
The Lord’s Command to the Church – twofold:
Mt. 9:37, 38
1. 
His Command involves Praying.


a.
The harvest truly is Plenteous, but the labourers are few.
Mt. 9:37 cf. Jn. 4:35

b.
A Privilege given to the church to feel the Lord’s Heartbeat.

Jn. 4:34

c.
A Partnership given to the church to rejoice with Him and His labourers.
Jn. 4:36-38, NIV

The Challenge to the Church:

· Is there a Regular coming together just to pray for Missionaries and Missions?

· Does the church get to hear Reports from missionaries regarding their Missions?

· Is it right to pray that He will Send forth when we mean that He will send someone to help us?

· Dare an assembly pray the Lord that He will send forth labourers when there are hardly any or very few in the local church?

· When we pray such, is it that we might be Relieved or that we are willing to Release? See #2. 

The Penang Story
· The Mission Night (Oct. 1997)  and The ECHOS (in its 15th year)

· The Short Mission Trips.
2. 
His Command involves a Posting out. 

a. The Challenge to pray the Lord to send. 
Rom. 10:14f

b. First, the Lord Calls. Those who go forth should have a definite call and be able to testify to it.

i. Paul Explained that it was the Lord Who called and sent Him –
 
I Tim. 1:1 ; Acts 22:21 ; Acts 26:16-18 

ii. Saul and Barnabas were Exercising their gifts in the church when they heard the call. 

Acts 13:2

iii. It was the Holy Spirit Who Executed that call and made it known to the leaders. Acts 13:2

c. Then the Lord sends – not Israel, not the Church!
See iv. below

i. Moses was sent 
– 
Acts 7:34, 35

ii. Isaiah was sent 
– 
Isa. 1:8

iii. Jeremiah was sent 
– 
Jer. 1:7

iv. Saul (Paul) and Barnabas were sent 
–
Acts 13:3, 4

they sent them away. [apoluo = to free fully]

sent forth [ekpempo = despatch] by the Holy Ghost)

d. After that, the Church Commends.

i. It is a Confirmation by the Oversight and the Church of the Lord’s Call.

Acts 13:3

ii. It is a Commitment to the Lord in Faith to Care for the sent one and 

iii. …a Commendation to the Fellowship of others in the Faith to similarly care for him/her.

· Cf. The Philippians’ Partnership with Paul.
Phil. 4:15-17
Their fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.
Phil. 1:5    
· Their Prayer for Paul in Persecution
Phil. 1:19

The Penang Story.

The Background prior to 1996.

Intro.: My Commendation on 20 Oct. 1996

1. No assembly commended worker in Penang.

2. Penang was the hub of foreign missionaries from UK, Australia, New Zealand, etc. to Perak, Selangor, Kelantan, Negeri Sembilan, Malacca, Singapore, etc.

3. Missionaries in Penang were mainly foreign missionaries, e.g. Mr. & Mrs. John Chapman (1859), Mr. & Mrs. McDonald, Mr. & Mrs. Hardwich, Mr. & Mrs. SS Adams, Mr. & Mrs. AE Phillips. Mr. & Mrs. W. Wilson.

4. There were local workers in the English- and Chinese-speaking assemblies, and local missionaries with other inter-denominational mission agencies.

20th October, 1996        
KC Ung from BRGH to Malaysia and Singapore

10th July 1998
Daniel and Ruth Jevaraj from SNGH to Taiping.

Penang Island Commended Workers:

22nd May, 2005  
Chan Mei Lai from BRGH to Indonesia
1st Feb. 2006
Annie Khoo Seok Chin from IGGC to Cambodia

8th November, 2009: 
Wong Ee Ling from SAGH to Kazakhstan

 Others from Penang:

John Tan (BRGH) & Remy Sydney to Cambodia; 
Wong LH (IGGC) - China

Yeoh Lay Bee (IGGC) – Thailand;


Mable Dunn (BWGH) - KL

Short Term:

Daniel & Jenny Lee (BRGH) Cambodia, China

Chew Theam Wah (SNGH) GLO, Taiping

e. 
When the Lord sends forth labourers, 
He takes Charge; He Counsels and 



Cares through His Church.

The Principles in the Parable in 
Matt. 20:1-16

i. He Called sovereignly from any Category, be they Industrious or Idle. Mt. 20:2, 3ff

ii. He received their Consent – 


20:2

iii. They went to the vineyard of His Choice – 
20:2

iv. They were under His Charge – 

20:1

v. He would Care for them – 


20:4

C. 
The Lord’s Command to the Christian…
Mt. 9:38; Acts 1:8

1. To be Witnesses in your “World” – Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the “World”.  Cf. Mt. 5:13-16

2. To be Witnesses Where you are. 

a. 
Convert our Home into a Mission field 

b. 
GO out of our Comfortable Home, front door and back yard.

c. 
Befriend those in our Circle of Work 

d. 
Witness in whatever Circumstance in our Corner.

The Challenge to the Church in giving opportunities for the Christian …

· a Personal Witness in Lifestyle – Walk, Talk.

· a Passion for Work in “Life” Missions –

Exposition of the Word; Exposure to the Work.

· Do assemblies encourage their members to support existing assembly mission groups? 

Any Mission Agencies?

· Do assemblies publicise the ministries of the above?

3. The Way to Witness – 
I Cor. 9:22

a. 
Give a cup of cold water…
Mt. 10:42
b. 
Love in deed.
I Jn. 3:16-18
c.  
Witness in Walk.
Lk. 24:13-15ff
d.  
Go out of your way.
Jn. 4:4
e.  
Be instant in season, out of season – be up to  date.
II Tim. 4:2

Conclusion and Summary. 
Answers to the Topical Questions:

I.  Does the Church of God recognize that the harvest is plentiful (local & overseas)? 

No, otherwise the reasons given below will not be true.

II. 

Why are there few workers? 10 Possible reasons:

1. Priorities are wrongly placed.

2. Programmes for missions are lacking or there is none.

3. Publicity of what missionaries are doing is not made known because leaders themselves do not know.

4. Places where church members can go to be involved in outreach work are unknown.

5. Prayer and Practical fellowship in giving is not shared. 

6. People who can inspire the members in missions are not invited to report. 

The Sum: 

Biblical Principles on Missions are not taught, are diluted or mishandled.
Biblical Practices are replaced with so-called secular sense.

7. A Partnership Programme with the Lord’s labourers in the field is not established.

8. Probationary training with seniors is not Provided.

9. No Proper counselling is available to those interested in missions; leaders may not even know!

10. Mission Periodicals, magazines, books, biographies, etc. are not made available.


Is your Church A Mission-Minded Church?

Without a Vision…
the people perish. 

Pro. 29:18

Without a Mission, it has a Name… but it has no Life and Direction – 


thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 

Rev. 3:1

Then saith He unto His disciples,

The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.

For Review of Studies on The Tabernacle and The Lord of the Harvest, 

Visit: www.berita-bethel-ung.com
i. 
Go out from where you are –

Cf. Christ’s Commission to His disciples re: His Kingdom.
Mt. 10:1-10ff (5-7)

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach…

Cf. Rom. 1:16

NB: the closed door and the open door.


Ct. Christ’s Commission to His disciples re: His Church.
Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15 (#A) 

NB: the closed door and the open door. 

Cf. Acts 16:6-10

ii. 
Go and Preach the Gospel – 

It is Recognised that not all churches have Reputable evangelists and teachers, hence,

one Reason the Risen Christ gave gifts to the Church was to equip the saints

for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…

Eph. 4:12-16, NIV

Thus, when He ascended up on high, He…gave gifts unto men.

Eph. 4:8-11

Apostles and prophets to lay the Biblical Basis (Foundation) of our Faith.
Cf. Eph. 2:19, 20

The preachers and evangelists to Bring souls in into the Church.

iii. 
Go and Teach whatsoever things I have commanded you – 

He also gave gifts for this mission in His commission:

The pastors and teachers or teaching elders (Eph. 4:11) to Build up the Church.

They are the labourers of the Lord of the Harvest called out from His Church to be His evangelistic Preachers and teaching Pastors in His vineyard white already to harvest.

